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— The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH (S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)|EI This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) [X] Claim(s) 1^5 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) [X] Claim(s) 1^5 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) [X] The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)[X] The drawing(s) filed on 10 October 2003 is/are: a)£3 accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)03 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or(f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)M None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. IE Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) O Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) ^ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 



Paper No(s)/Mail Date 
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4) [Zl Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 1-04) 
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Priority 

1 . Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority based on an 
application filed in Austria on April 1 1 , 2001 . It is noted, however, that no certified copy 
of the Austrian application has been received from the International Office. 

Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: in paragraph 
0038, lines 1-2, the phrase "two additional (less) spring-loaded bolts" appears 
contradictory. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. Throughout the claims, numerous terms lack clear 
antecedent bases: claim 1 , line 5, "the openings of the boot sole"; claim 1, line 6, "the 
snapped-in position"; claim 1, lines 8-9, "the snapped-in state"; claim 3, lines 1-2, "the 
two latching bolts"; claim 3, line 3, "the slide"; claim 3, line 6, "the pole"; claim 4, line 1 , 
"the base plate"; claim 4, lines 2-3, "the housing part"; claim 5, line 1, "the latching 
bolts"; claim 5, line 4, "the slide". Additionally, in claim 1 , line 5, it is not clear what 
particular characteristics are being referred to by the use of "in the manner of; and it is 
not clear at lines 11-12 how the alternative recitation "from the top to the bottom" differs 
from the recitation of lines 9-1 1 , nor is it entirely clear which element's top and bottom 
are being referred to. Each and every claim should be very carefully reviewed and 
revised for clarity under 35 USC §112, second paragraph. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ohlson (SE 
1 13,817). Ohlson teaches a ski binding usable with cross country skis, including two 
spring loaded retention bolts (12, 12) located in a toe region, extending substantially 
transversely to the running direction, having a rounded end shape, and engagable with 
boot sole parts (2, 4) in a step in manner, which can be released from the snapped-in 
position (by operating 9), the bolt engaging faces having a rounding which lies above a 
plane associated with the center of the bolt, and which extends from the top most 
portion of each bolt to the lower most portion (see fig. 3). 

6. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Settembre 
(US 4,348,036). Settembre teaches a ski binding usable with cross country skis, 
including two spring loaded retention bolts (51, 51) located in a toe region, extending 
substantially transversely to the running direction (coincident with axis 21 when 
attached), having a rounded end shape, and engagable with boot sole parts (12, 25, 27) 
in a step in manner, which can be released from the snapped-in position (by operating 
actuating element 63), the bolt engaging faces having a rounding which lies above a 
plane associated with the center of the bolt, and which extends from the top most 
portion of each bolt to the lower most portion (see fig. 3), the bolts provided with slots 
which engage at least one pin (45) which extends toward a ski surface (1 1 ), and 
connects the bolts with a clevis (62) which slides in a longitudinal direction (under the 
force of 16, 61, 63) along the ski. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Settembre (cited above). Settembre teaches a ski binding usable with cross country 
skis, including two spring loaded retention bolts located in a toe region, extending 
substantially transversely to the running direction, having a rounded end shape, and 
engagable with boot sole parts in a step in manner, which can be released from the 
snapped-in position, the bolt engaging faces having a rounding which lies above a plane 
associated with the center of the bolt, and which extends from the top most portion of 
each bolt to the lower most portion, the bolts provided with arms having slots which 
engage at least one pin which extends toward a ski surface, and connects the bolts with 
a clevis which slides in a longitudinal direction along the ski. The reference to Settembre 
fails to teach the bolts as being provided with plural pins. The repositioning of mating 
parts from one element to another is not deemed to be beyond the skill of the ordinary 
practitioner, and in this case, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to provide a pin on each bolt element (e.g., proximate the 
ends of 38) and a pair of slots in the clevis (62), for the purpose of providing pins 
integral with the bolt arms (38), for the purpose of insuring that they are retained with 
the bolt arms when the binding is disassembled and not lost. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

9. Claims 3, 4, and 5, as best understood, would be allowable if rewritten to 
overcome the rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, set forth in this 
Office action and to include all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening 
claims. 
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Conclusion 



1 0. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Kaplan (US 3,724,866), Druss (US 3,810,643), Romeo (US 
3,905,613), Oakes (US 4,021,056), Pozzobon (US 4,836,572), Hogstedt (US 
6,276,708), Betschart, Jr. (DE 2 225 564) and Bibollet (FR 2,537,445) teach ski 
connection devices of pertinence. 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to F. Vanaman whose telephone number is 703-308-0424. 
Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the group receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-1 113. 

As of May 1, 2003, any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Mail Stop 

Commissioner for Patents 

P. O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, 
Or faxed to one of the following fax servers: 

Regular Communications/Amendments: 703-872-9326 

After Final Amendments: 703-872-9327 

Customer Service Communications: 703-872-9325 



F. VANAMAN 



Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3618 




